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JACK MCARDLE - Guitar and vocals
BARRY ARBOGAST - Saxophone
BRUCE HALE - Guitar and vocals

JOHN BENSON - Bass
JOHN PRYBYLSKI - Drums

For those of you who are not familiar with
the group 12-Pack Jack, this is not a beer
commercial. Truth be told, the name of the
group was taken from a nickname that Jack
McArdle had been given a number of years
ago. So how does a group end up with a name
like 12-Pack Jack? About or 7 or 8 years ago
Jack was invited to a recording session on a
Wednesday night for a friend of his. As the
story goes, the recording studio was in a
basement, and there were about 12-15
musicians there. In the refrigerator there was
exactly one can of beer. Now it doesn’t take
a math wizard to figure out that one can of
beer does not come anywhere near close to
taking care of a

F

someone who would be working in that field.
And as it turned out, when they started getting
PCs into the labs that Jack was working in, he
developed an interest, learned a lot more
about it, and now works in the systems and
programming area. But back to the family
spin. Barry went to school for and got a
degree in music at the Denton School of
Music at North Texas State in Denton, TX,
now called the University of North Texas,
which is located just north of the Dallas-Ft.
Worth area. | would guess that many of you

12-bar blues band.”

Sorry, back to the band’s development
and coming together. Barry and Jack had
both been out of the area for a number of
years, and like many others, both had played
music when they were young. When Jack’s
son was 4 years old Barry chased Jack out
into a wedding band to get him back to

playing. As a side comment to how
intertwined the Western New York

Community music scene is, Maria Aurigema
was 16 years old at the time and playing in the
same band. “That’s when the band
progression began™, as Jack and Barry did a
number of different things over the years.
Along the way was a group called Blue Streak
and a stint doing classic rock with John
Lamond of the local country music scene. A
couple of years ago, the two of them decided
to put a blues band together. Well if you're
going to look for other musicians, one of the
best ways to find them is at the open mikes.
They were actually looking for a keyboard for
the group when they met up with Bruce Hale,
who was spending a lot of time sitting in with
Harvey and the Hurricanes at Zuzon’s and
Sonoma. They were impressed with Bruce,
Bruce was looking for a regular gig, and the

decision was made

recording session
for 12 musicians (or
for that matter any
gathering of a dozen
folks where music is
involved). Being
the concerned and
altruistic individual
he is, Jack went out
and came back
shortly with a 12-
pack of beer under
each arm. [I'll let
you figure out the
rest. Anyway, when
it came time to give
the group a name,
the guys decided
(and not at Jack’s
urging) that 12-Pack
Jack would be a
good catch name.
As with many
bands the development of 12-Pack was over a
period of time, and was also a family affair of
sorts.  Barry Arbogast, the group’s sax
player, has been married to Jack’s sister for 21
years. So Jack and Barry have been involved
in a number of projects over the past 20 years
as relatives and friends. So now the whole
thing gets a little convoluted - but interesting.
Jack went to Kansas University for and
worked in the field of microbiology. Now
without casting aspersions, Jack's stage
demeanor, size, and appearance just some
how doesn’t fit into my perception of

have heard the name Denton, but like myself,
had no clue as to where it was located or the
prominence that it enjoys in the world of
music. Barry explained that, “Groups like the
Glenn Miller orchestra are heavily populated
with graduates of Denton, and many others
are and have been such as Stan Kenton.” Hey,
what did I know? As Bruce Hale, the group's
other guitarist puts it, “Barry is the monster
musician in our group, and he’s jazz
influenced.” Which brings up an interesting
point. I don’t recall who said it, but one of the
band’s members said, “We are not a 3-chord,

to go with two
guitars, sax, and a
rhythm section.
Jack and John

Benson the bass
player met a number
of years back when
Jack was doing the
sound for a band
that John was in.
John was 23 at the
time, and shortly
after that, they both
(Jack and John)
ended up in another
group for a while.
John's joining 12-
Pack came about as
Jack had called John
to fill in a number of
times over the
course of a year, and
about a year ago
they decided that they wanted him on
permanently, The band finished rounding out
when John Prybylski, the drummer, came to
hear them at Super Jam 2007. The current
drummer was going to have some shoulder
surgery, and they needed a fill in. As it turned
out, the temporary arrangement became
permanent.

There are some common threads that run
through the group. They're intent on the
chemistry within the group and quite pleased
with the chemistry that they have. They're
also intent on crowd pleasing and having
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